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General Meeting Minutes
April 15th, 2025
	Present: 
	Baiocchi, Paige
	Curry, Wendy
	Hebebrand, Mike
	Ornt, Jennifer L

	Bastedo, Patricia
	Dellefave, Amber
	Klee, Andrew
	Ottman, Ann

	Beideman, Kristen
	Dennard, Princess 
	Knab, Robin P
	Peter Schwab

	Breese, Susan
	Douglass, Katie (OPWDD)
	Kolb, Michele
	Rittwage, Connor

	Bronstein, Melissa
	Drake, Haley
	Leighann (Unverified)
	Salkic, Ljubica

	Brown, Lynne M
	Embry, Kate 
	Marshall, Rhonda
	Schlosser, Hillary C

	Carpenter, Brenda - RN
	Fine, Lynn
	Martin, Jordan 
	Sisson, Sierra

	Cole, Mary L
	Fiore, Gabrielle
	Matt Schwasman
	Taylor, Peter A

	Condon, Mary
	Fleury, Courtney 
	Meddaugh, Kimberly
	Vignari, Michelle

	Cunningham, Kelly
	Gutowski, Jennifer
	Moore, Lori
	Wahls, Carla 





Meeting called to order by Jennifer Gutowski at 13:01
	Topic
	Discussion
	Decision-Action
	Responsibility

	Welcome/Introductions
	

	Approval of Minutes
	March 2025 meeting minutes were approved (motioned by Jennifer Ornt, seconded by Haley Drake).

	Members Accomplishments/
Announcements
	Haley Drake gave kudos to Carla Wahls and the Genesee County Department of Health for their support during TB case investigations.

	Educational Presentation

	Speaker: Lori Moore, Clinical Educator, GOJO
Topic: The Art and Science of Reading a Scientific Journal Article
· Covered how to critically evaluate research articles.
· Emphasized the difference between correlation and causation.
· Explained study designs, bias, and the hierarchy of evidence.
· Provided tools for analyzing methods, results, and conclusions of published research.
· Attendees were eligible for CE credit via SurveyMonkey submission.
· Presentation slides were made available for sharing by Lori.

	Old Business


	Education Support Awards 

	· Education Support Awards: 
· $2000: Mary Condon
· $500: Lynn Fine, Haley Drake, and Ann Ottman
Awardees should provide your expected educational expense/receipt if you have it and home address to Sue Breese so she can send the check to you. Per the application criteria, “The recipient will be responsible for giving a brief PowerPoint presentation to the chapter related to the educational event they attended. Failure to provide education will result in the issuance of a 1099 form at year’s end for the amount of financial support provided and will need to be claimed as income.” Please let the education committee if you prefer to share your presentation during the August or October RFL APIC chapter meeting.

	Journal Club
	Article Reviewed: Prevention of Vascular Access Device–Associated Hospital Onset Bacteremia and Fungemia (Clinical Infectious Diseases)
· Discussion led by Jennifer Gutowski.
· Focused on life cycle of vascular access devices, insertion/maintenance practices, and impact of staffing shortages.
· Michelle Vignari and Mary Cole shared practical insights on device assessments in acute and long-term care.

	New or Updated Guidelines

	· Highlighted new CAUTI prevention guidelines by APIC.
· Noted resourcefulness of vendors in providing point prevalence studies and ongoing education.

	Roundtable

	· Discussed recent TB cases in the region.
· Concerns raised about public health infrastructure, surveillance capacity, and federal funding cuts.
· Suggestions made to consider resuming in-person chapter meetings quarterly.

	New Business

	Engagement and Education
	· Plans discussed to host an evening education session on hemodialysis infection prevention.
· Will explore in-person educational/social hybrid events to boost engagement.
	Chapter in favor of additional educational offerings
	Jen Gutowski

	Committee Reports

	· Legislative: 
· Increased TB incidence and exposures from people coming from countries with a high prevalence of TB. 
· Globally war is affecting disease transmission.
· Investigations ongoing of Hepatitis C transmission among patients receiving hemodialysis in NYC (Bronx) and another outbreak stemming from provider drug diversion.
· Measles: child in Suffolk County had traveled from another country and many false alarms. Increased risk of transmission due to vaccine hesitancy. (Discussion on Public Health Support and not sending people to the ED for testing, unless clinically necessary)
· National: 
· The APIC CEO report, APIC launched a White paper entitled demonstrating infection prevention competency.
· APIC submitted comments to Leapfrog regarding needing only 50 hand hygiene observations, not 200 per unit, as well as the recommendation that leapfrog adopt the IP staffing calculator as one of their leapfrog measures.
· Seeking a new editor in Chief for the American Journal of Infection Prevention and Control.
· Treasurer: Provided current balance
· Education Committee: Reminder to register for wonderful teaching day!
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Bylaws: Submitted


	Adjournment
	Meeting was adjourned by Jennifer Gutowski at 2:30

	Next Meeting
	 July 15th,  2025 


Respectfully submitted by:  Jennifer Gutowski, MPH, BSN, RN, CIC – Chapter President


2025 RFL APIC Chapter Board:
	Position
	Name
	Position
	Name

	President
	Jennifer Gutowski
	Education Committee
	Jennifer West

	President Elect
	Mary Cole
	Education Committee
	Jennifer Ornt

	Past President
	Kristen Beideman
	Education Committee
	Stacy Gibbs 

	Treasurer
	Sue Breese
	Webmaster
	Andrew Klee 

	Secretary
	Jennifer James
	Bylaws
	Mary Cole

	Legislative Representative
	Paige Baiocchi
	
	

	Membership
	Kristen Beideman
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